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1 Highlights fromthis issue

CONFLI CT AND EMERGENCI ES: News from Sonumlia, Senegal, Uganda,
Dar f ur

HUVAN RI GHTS: Speedy ICC trial for DRC prisoner

WOMVEN AND CGENDER: Good governance and wonen’s participation in
Vst

Africa

REFUGEES AND FORCED M GRATION: d obal internal displacenent crisis
al arm ng, says new report

ELECTI ONS AND GOVERNANCE: DRC pol |l poses chal | enge/ Gabon
opposition

| eader in hiding/Kenyan battle |ines drawn as parlianent heads for
r e- openi ng

DEVELOPMENT: Trade rules a stunbling block to MDGs

CORRUPTI ON: G t hongo says Angl o- Leasi ng scandal has 70 percent to
go

HEALTH AND HI V/ Al DS: News from Ethiopia, Kenya, Sudan, Tanzania

Zi nbabwe



EDUCATI ON: Donors nust end neglect of African universities

RACI SM AND XENOPHOBI A: International Day for the Elimnation of
Raci al

Di scrimnation

ENVI RONMVENT: Move to save anti-prostate cancer tree in Kenya
VEDI A AND FREEDOM OF EXPRESSI ON: Tuni si an human rights defender on
hunger strike

| NTERNET AND TECHNOLOGY: Digital revolution on streets of Nigeria
PLUS: Fundrai sing and Useful Resources; Courses, seninars and

wor kshops; Jobs.

* French speaki ng? French friends?

Read the Panbazuka News French edition by visiting

htt p: // ww. panbazuka. org/ fr/ Subscribe online at

htt p: // ww. panbazuka. org/ fr/ subscri be. php or send an email to
subscri be-fr @anbazuka.org with 'subscribe French edition' in the
subject line. Please forward wi dely!

* Can trade in the era of globalisation be 'just'? Read our issue
on

the subject (http://ww. panbazuka. org/ en/issue/ 240) and send your
feedback to editor @anbazuka. org
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8 African Uni on Monitor

AFRI CA: NEW RULES LETTER CALLI NG FOR SH FT OF PARI S CLUB
NEGOTI ATI ONS

htt p: // ww. newrul es. org/

In anticipation of the Paris Club’s upcom ng “cel ebration” of its
50t h

birthday, the US-based network “New Rules for d obal Finance” has
called on Nigeria's President Cbhasanjo and the African Union to
suppor t

a change of venue for Paris Cub negotiations. Put sinply, future
Paris

Cl ub debt negotiations should take place in the debtor country,
say New

Rules. This will help reorder the negotiating bal ance between
debt or

and creditor.
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9 Conflict and emergencies
EAST AFRI CA: EU OFFERS REGQ ONAL BODY SH344M
http://allafrica.com stories/200603201230. ht n

The European Union wants Inter Governnental Authority on

Devel opnent

(I GAD) nenbers to sign a treaty that would usher in stability,
security

and devel opnent in the Horn of Africa. The EU also said it was
willing

to give lgad Sh344 mllion to deal with mgration and refugees.
Eur opean Conmi ssi oner for devel opnment and humanitarian aid, Louis
M chel , said such a regional pact would conpl enent programes to
address cross-border issues.

EAST AFRI CA: PLAN ON FOR REG ONAL FUND TO FI GHT HUNGER
http://allafrica. com stories/200603201003. ht

An energency fund to help fight hunger in the Horn of Africa wll
be

set up if Heads of State adopt the proposal during a Summit
recently

held in Nairobi. The Inter-CGovernmental Authority on Devel opnent
(1 GAD)

council of mnisters proposed that the fund be set up as one way
of

finding a lasting solution to the disaster. The proposal is to be
presented to the | eaders who include President Kibaki, Sudan's
Orar E

Bashir and Uganda's Yoweri Muiseveni, at the 11th | GAD sunmmt of

t he

assenbly of heads of state and government.

EAST AFRI CA: STATES TO BACK SOVALI A PEACE BI D
http://allafrica. com stories/200603201298. ht n

Seven countries have agreed to deploy security forces to Sonalia
to

help find lasting peace in the country. Under the Inter-

Gover nnent al

Aut hority on Devel opnent, the countries also agreed to establish a



regi onal energency fund involving the private sector to fight
ravagi ng

famne in the Horn of Africa. In a 56-point conmuni qué rel eased
after a

one-day Sunmit in Nairobi, Presidents Kibaki, Orar El Bashir
(Sudan),

Abdul | ahi Yusuf (Sonalia), Yoweri Miseveni (Uganda) and |snmae
Omar

Quelleh (Djibouti) further wel coned the progress nmade in the

i npl enent ati on of peace deal for Sudan

SENEGAL: SOME 4, 500 DI SPLACED BY CLASHES
http://ww.irinnews.org/report.asp?Reportl| D=52327

Fi ghti ng between Qui nea Bi ssau troops and Senegal ese separatists
has

forced nore than 4,500 people to flee their honmes in the past
severa

days, humanitarian officials have said. Since Thursday |ast week
t he

Qui nea Bissau mlitary have been bonbardi ng rebels from Myvenent
of the

Denocratic Forces of Casamance (MFDC) in the area of Sao Domi ngo
a

city just inside the Quinea Bi ssau border whose entire civilian
popul ation has fled. Entire towns and villages on in the border
region

are deserted after internal fighting within the MFDC spilled into
Gui nea Bi ssau | ast week.

SOMALIA: 2.1 M LLION SOVALI S | N URGENT NEED OF ASSI STANCE

http://ww.reliefweb.int/rw RAB. NSF/ db900SI DJ LSGZ-
6N4JRC?OpenDocunent

A revised Humanitarian Appeal for Somalia was |aunched in Nairob
by

the Acting Humanitari an Coordi nator for Somalia, M Christian
Bal sl ev-0d esen, to seek additional funding to respond to the
critical

needs of 2.1 mllion people whose already chronically food

i nsecure and

dire humanitarian situation has been further aggravated by the
wor st

drought in a decade.



SOVALI A: QUESTI ONI NG OF US NAVY USE OF DEADLY ACTI ON AGAI NST
SOVALI
VESSELS

http://rel eases. usnewswi re. conf Get Rel ease. asp?i d=62630

On Saturday March 18, the USS Cape St. George and USS Gonzal es
opened

fire on Somali vessels inside the Somali coastline, killing one
whi l e

taking others into custody. The office of the Somali Justice
Advocacy

Center received calls from Somalia, and therefore asks the US
governnent to release those in detention and offer an accurate
expl anati on about the details of the incident.

SUDAN: DEMOCRATI C LEADER CALLS FOR A STCOP TO ' HUMAN CARNAGE' I N
DARFUR

http://allafrica.com stories/200603200962. ht n

House of Representatives Mnority Leader Nancy Pel osi (D
California)

delivered an enotional account of the crisis in Darfur, Sudan
whi ch

she called "a challenge to the conscience of the world,” in an
addr ess

hosted by the Center for National Policy |ast Friday. Pel osi
visited

refugee canps in Chad in February. She recounted the deplorable
conditions that the people of Darfur are forced to live in, where
refugees - including children and pregnant wonen -have to wal k
severa

mles for water and firewood and live in "inhuman" sanitary
condi tions.

SUDAN: LRA TERRORI SES SUDAN
htt p: // ww. newsudanvi si on. conl | ra. ht ni

The peopl e of southern Sudan ni cknanme them "tong tong", referring
to

their notorious tactic of chopping off ears, lips and arns. Top UN
officials in Sudan call theman international terrorist group
whose

actions are "brutal and absolutely unforgivable". And commanders
of the



SPLA, the former rebels of southern Sudan, call themthe
deadl i est and

nost dangerous of all mlitias supported by the Sudan gover nnent.
The

Lord's Resistance Arnmy (LRA) has effectively extended its reign of
terror from Uganda into the deepest jungles of Southern Sudan
causi ng

death and destruction, disrupting relief operations, cutting off
trade

routes and preventing the return of refugees.

Rel at ed stori es:

Uganda: US to support Anti-LRA war
http://allafrica. com stories/200603200587. ht n

SUDAN: TO SAVE DARFUR
http: //ww. cri si sgroup. or g/ hone/ i ndex. cf n?i d=4027&l =1

The international strategy for dealing with the Darfur crisis

primarily

through the small (7,000 troops) African Union Mssion in Sudan
(AM S)

is at a dead end, says the International Crisis Goup. "If the
tragedy

of the past three years is not to be conpounded, the AU and its
partners nust address the growi ng regional crisis by getting nore
troops with greater nobility and firepower on the ground at once
and

rapidly transformng AMS into a larger, stronger UN peacekeepi ng
m ssion with a robust mandate focused on civilian protection,”
says the

t hi nk tank.
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10 Human Rights

CHAD: EUROPEAN PARLI AVENT CALLS FOR TRI AL OF HI SSENE HABRE
http://tinyurl.comr4p3t

Thg Eur opean Parlianent today (March 16) called on Senegal to
a{;ggne Habré to trial or extradite the fornmer dictator of Chad to

Bel gium where he is wanted to stand trial. Habré's victins and
their



supporters cheered the European Parlianent's decision. Habré, who
fled

to Senegal in 1990 after an eight-year rule marked by w despread
atrocities, was first indicted in 2000 i n Senegal

DRC: | NTERNATI ONAL COURT SHOULD BE FASTER
http://apnews. nyway. com articl e/ 20060319/ DBGEA2LGL. ht i

The International Crimnal Court, which has a Congol ese rebe

| eader in

jail as its first defendant, will have speedier proceedings than
t he

U. N special tribunal for Yugoslavia, the court's chief
prosecutor said

Saturday (March 18). The Crimnal Court's first prisoner, Thonas
Lubanga, was flown to the Netherlands just before m dnight Friday
and

taken into custody at the court's newy opened detention unit -
t he

only inmate there so far. Chief Prosecutor Luis Mreno-Ccanpo
said the

arrest warrant covered crines commtted after July 1, 2002, when
t he

world's first permanent war crimes court canme into existence

GLOBAL: US PLEDGES TO HELP NEW RI GHTS COUNCI L

http://tinyurl.comrpept

The United Nations' new Human Rights Council - created Wdnesday
(March

15) with a 170-4 vote in the General Assenbly - will launch in
June,

with advocates saying they hope it will be effective at
confronting

countries that abuse their own people. The US, which voted

agai nst the

new entity citing concerns it will not be strong enough
nevert hel ess

agreed Wednesday to help fund the council and work toward maki ng
it "as

strong and effective as it can be."

LI BERI A: TAYLOR CASE A WARNI NG TO WORLD WARLORDS- PROSECUTOR

http://ww. al ertnet. org/thenews/ newsdesk/ L19244337. ht m



Moves to try forner Liberian President Charles Taylor for crines
against humanity in a Sierra Leone court are a warning to the
world's

war | ords that they cannot escape justice, the court's chief

pr osecut or

said. New y-el ected Liberian President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf said
on

Friday (March 17) she had asked Nigeria, where Taylor lives in
exil e,

to consider handing himto a UN-backed Special Court in Freetown,
whi ch

has indicted himfor his part in Sierra Leone's 1991-2002 ci vi
war .

SQUTH AFRI CA: FXI WELCOVES COURT RULI NG ON SHACK DEMONSTRATI ON
Freedom of Expression Institute press rel ease

"Over the past nonth, the FXI has been supporting the Shack
Dwel | ers

Movenent in Durban, called Abahlali Base Mondolo, in their
attenpts to

hold a march in the city. This was the second tine that the

organi sation has wanted to hold a narch. On the first occasion, in
Novenber 2005, the march was banned by the nunicipality and
protestors

were attacked and fired upon by police."

htt p: // ww. panbazuka. or g/ en/ cat egory/ ri ght s/ 32968
ZI MBABVE: | NTERNALLY DI SPLACED PECPLE LI VI NG ROUGH | N HARARE

Life for sonme Zi nbabweans can only be described as hell on earth.
As

the world cel ebrated International Wnen's Day, 33-year-old Funga
Kat sande finds herself worse off than ever. Waking up everyday to
face

the challenges of life makes her want to break down in tears. "MW
husband is sick, ny child is sick, | amsick and I do not know
who is

going to help ne", she says quietly. Visit ww. kubat ana. net

Zi nbabwe' s

civic and human rights web site incorporating an online directory
for

the non-profit sector, to read the full story.
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11 Wonen and Gender
AFRI CA:  ANTI - ABORTI ON LAWS A "SI LENT WAR WAGED AGAI NST WOVEN'
http://ww. i psnews. net/africal/ nota. asp?i dnews=32586

Calls for abortion |aws across Africa to be revised have

domi nated the

first days of a neeting in Ethiopia — the ‘Regional Consultation
on

Unsafe Abortion in Africa’ . This four-day conference, which ends
Mar .

23, has been organised by |Ipas and the Guttmacher Institute, both
based

inthe United States. Mdre than 140 researchers, key governnent
officials, and health practitioners from 16 African countries have
gathered in Ethiopia' s capital, Addis Ababa, to attend the

consul tation. Discussions are focusing on research into

term nation of

pregnancy, and how the findings of inquiries can influence policy.

AFRI CA: WOMEN AND PEACE BUI LDI NG | N AFRI CA
http://ccrweb. ccr.uct. ac. za/

This report on “The Inpact of United Nations Security Counci

Resol ution 1325 on Wnen, Peace and Security in Africa,” is froma
sem nar hosted by the Centre for Conflict Resolution (CCR) in Cape
Town, South Africa, and the United Nations Devel opnent Fund for
Wonen

(UNIFEM ' s Southern and Central African Regional Ofices The aim
of the

sem nar was to review the progress of the inplenentation of the
resolution in Africa in the five years since its adoption by the
United

Nations (UN) in 2000.

GLOBAL: | WD 2006 - A REVEALING LOOK AT WOVEN S COMMEMORATI VE
ACTI VI TI ES

htt p: // wwv. awi d. or g/ go. php?l i st =anal ysi s&pr ef i x=anal ysi s& t em=003
07

A look at sonme of the activities held by wonen for International
Wnen’ s Day provides a telling account of how ongoi ng struggl es
continue to affect wonen's everyday lives as well as their
abilities to



live in safety, dignity, and peace. This past year we saw t he
el ection

of the first female president in Africa, Ellen Johnson- Sirl eaf
of

Li beria, as well as the electoral victory of femnist Mchelle
Bachel et

in Chile. Wonen have taken huge steps forward in the public
sphere and

have worked hard to break down social, political, and cultura
barriers. Yet wonen still face trenmendous obstacles to equality
al |

over the world. A look at sonme of the activities held by wonen
for 1VWD

provides a telling account of how ongoi ng struggles continue to
af f ect

wonen's everyday lives as well as their abilities to live in
safety,

dignity, and peace.

NORTH AFRI CA: FI RST ENCYCLOPEDI A ON WOMEN S RI GHTS
http://tinyurl.comnu2je

The Arab League has published the first ever encyclopedia stating
t he

| egal position of wonen's rights in the region. The book call ed:
“The

Situation of Wonen in Arab Legislations”, was put together to
serve as

fundanmental reference guide to the | egal status of wonen in Arab
countries. “The purpose of this book is to serve as a reference
for any

individual interested in the legal status of wonen in any of the
Ar ab

League nenber states,” according to the Wonen’s Unit of the

Cai r o- based

Arab League. The idea was wel coned by the Egyptian Nati onal
Counci | for

Wonen which called the book an “an excellent step” in expanding
wonen’ s

rights in Arab countri es.

SQUTH AFRI CA: YOU HAVE STRUCK A WOMAN, YOU HAVE STRUCK A ROCK
http://ww. ng. co. za/ arti cl ePage. aspx?articl ei d=266952&ar ea=/i nsi g

ht/
i nsight __national/



In South Africa |ast week, events on International Wnen' s Day
dramatically chall enged us as a country to clarify the nature of

| eadershi p and power as well as their underlying val ues and
princi pl es,

wites Pregs Govender in the Mail and Guardi an newspaper in

ref erence

to the Jacob Zuna rape trial. "In our country, where viol ence
agai nst

wonen and girls is wi despread, a rape survivor used her denocratic
right to charge her alleged perpetrator, a very powerful nan. For
her

courage she has paid a very high price. Her hone has been burgl ed
and

ransacked twi ce, she and her nother have faced death threats, and
she

has | ost her freedom as she has been forced to seek police
protection.”

SUDAN: FI NAL EVENT ON CEDAW CAMPAI GN CANCELLED I N PORT SUDAN
Sudan Organi sation Against Torture press rel ease

"On 15 March 2006, officers fromthe National Security Bureau
(NSB) in

Port Sudan, Eastern Sudan sumobned Hassan Altaieb, |awer and SOAT
nmonitor in Port Sudan to their offices for questioning. Wilst at
t he

security offices, M. Altieb was questioned about an event
schedul ed to

be held in Port Sudan tonorrow 16 March 2005 as part of a

nati onw de

canpaign for the ratification of the Convention on the

El i m nati on of

Al'l Forns of Discrimnation against Wnen (CEDAW. The security
of ficers demanded the |list of participants expected to attend the
event

including the full names of all the speakers.™

htt p: // ww. panbazuka. or g/ en/ cat egor y/ wgender / 32969

UGANDA: PRO- WOMEN PROGRAM PRODUCES A DI SSI DENT

htt p: // ww. wonmensenews. or g/ arti cl e. cf n?ai d=2666

Ugandans voted | ast nonth for 69 special fenale nenbers of
parl i anent

as part of the country's l|auded gender affirmative-action
program But



one pronminent female politician says the 10-year-old system has
failed

to deliver legal gains for wonen. "Politics is generally seen as
a game

of the leaders, the affluent and the brave. And so it has never
been

the wonen's domain," said Zziwa, who belongs to the governnent
party,

the National Resistance Mwvenent. Zziwa was first elected to the
Ugandan parlianment in 1996, along with 38 other wonen on a speci al
gender ticket, after the governnent enshrined a systemfor
boosti ng

fermal e representation as part of an anbitious program of
affirmative

action for wonen in all spheres of national affairs.

WEST AFRI CA: GOOD GOVERNANCE AND WOMEN S PARTI Cl PATI ON
http://ww. w | daf -ao. org/eng/article.php3?id article=685

The sub-regional WLDAF office has just concluded a finance
contract
with the European Conmission for a project on

good governance

and

wonen’s participation’’. Commenced in early January 2006, this

pr oj ect

will last three years and 7 West African countries nanely Benin,
Bur ki na Faso, Ghana, Mali, N geria, Senegal and Togo will benefit
from

it. Its overall objective is to contribute to an effective
participation of wonen in governance at |ocal and national |evels.
Specifically, the project ains at building capacities of wonen in
ur ban

and rural areas to influence decisions, policies and progranmes

i npl emented by the authorities for a better consideration of the
basi c

human rights of wonmen and gender equity.
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12 Refugees and forced mgration
EGYPT: EXPECTATI ONS AND EXPERI ENCES OF RESETTLEMENT

htt p: //ww. aucegypt. edu/ f nr s/ docunents/resettl enent-final -
edited . pdf



In recent years, the United Nations H gh Conmi ssioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) regional offices in Cairo, has referred approxi mately
4,000

recogni sed refugees per year for resettlenent to the United

St at es,

Canada, Australia and a nunber of other smaller receiving

countri es,

making it the largest such programe in the world. But despite

t hi s,

there has been little research conducted into the expectati ons and
experiences of the refugees thenselves on this process. This

study ai ns

to investigate Sudanese refugees' expectations of life in

resettl enent

while in Egypt, and upon arrival in the US, Canada and Australi a,
and

hopes to facilitate these findings with governnental, non-

gover nnent al

and i ntergovernnental agencies.

GLOBAL: GLOBAL | NTERNAL DI SPLACEMENT CRI SI'S REMAI NS ALARM NG
http://tinyurl.com ozhbu

Al t hough the nunber of people internally displaced within their
own

countries by conflict decreased slightly during 2005, the globa
i nternal displacenent crisis remained at an alarm ng |evel
accordi ng

to a new report published by the Norwegi an Refugee Council’s

I nt er nal

Di spl acenent Mnitoring Centre. “The report clearly shows that
nost

governnents in countries affected by conflict fail tolive up to
their

responsibility to prevent arbitrary di splacenent and ensure the
safety

and wel | -being of their displaced citizens,” said Elisabeth
Rasnmusson,

head of the Internal D splacenment Monitoring Centre.

GLOBAL: LONER NUMBER OF ASYLUM SEEKERS RAI SES QUESTI ONS FOR
I NDUSTRI ALI ZED COUNTRI ES

htt p: // ww. un. or g/ apps/ news/ st ory. asp?News| D=17838&Cr =asyl um&Cr 1=

In the last five years, the nunber of asylumseekers arriving in
al |



industrialized countries has fallen by half, according to
prelinmnary

annual figures released by the United Nations Hi gh Comm ssi oner
for

Ref ugees (UNHCR), who said this trend should spark reflection in
t he

i ndustrialized world about the fate of those in need of
protection.

Asyl um applications in 50 industrialized countries fell sharply
for the

fourth year in a row in 2005, reaching their |lowest level in

al nost two

decades, the agency said, attributing this to nore stable
situations in

many areas of the world but also to increasingly restrictive
asyl um

poli ci es.

GLOBAL: REFUCEES AND EMERGENCY THRESHOLDS | N 2005
http://tinyurl.com nvuqgf

This report presents the results of 41 site-surveys reporting
nortality

and nutrition data in refugee settings over 2005 and contained in
t he

Conpl ex Energency Dat abase (CEDAT). CEDAT is a global, shared
searchabl e database on conpl ex hunanitari an emergenci es.

SUDAN: REFUCGEES AS REM TTERS
http://ww.id21. org/society/sl0csrlgl. htni

The world's estimated 17 mllion international refugees are not
seen as

likely to send remttances, or noney, to famlies back hone.
However,

ref ugees resident in devel oped countries do send noney, not only
to

their countries of origin but also to neighbouring countries where
famly nenbers are at earlier stages of the asylum seeking
process.

UGANDA: ONLY PEACE CAN RESTORE THE CONFI DENCE OF THE DI SPLACED
htt p: // ww. r ef ugeel awpr oj ect . or g/ paper s/ report s/ RLP. | DMC. pdf

In August 2003, the Representative of the United Nations



Secretary-General (RSG on internally displaced persons (I|DPs)
undertook an official visit to Uganda in order to "gain a better
under standi ng of the situation of internal displacenent in

Uganda, with

a particular focus on persons displaced by the conflict with the
LRA

and to expl ore ways of enhancing the response of the Governnent of
Uganda, UN agencies, NGOs and other actors." The RSG nade 26

i ndi vi dual

recomendations. This report seeks to follow up on these
recommendati ons and di scern the extent to which changes have taken
pl ace, whether positively or negatively.

UGANDA: TOO SCARED TO RETURN HOVE
http://allafrica. com stories/200603210147. ht

Wl son Akera hates living in Padibe canp for internally displaced
persons because life is generally unbearable but he is even nore
scared

of the prospect of returning honme soon as he believes insecurity
is

still rife in the villages. "W are willing to go hone and end
this

cycle of despair, but we are uncertain of our security," Akera
sai d.

"The area a few kilometres out of here is a den of the unknown.

G oups

of rebels still loiter there.
pl us

peopl e who have been displaced by two decades of war between the
Ugandan governnent and the rebel Lord' s Resistance Arny (LRA) in
northern Uganda.

Akera is one of the 1.6 mllion-
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13 El ections and Gover nance

DRC. POLL MAY PCSE NI GHTMARE

htt p: // news. bbc. co. uk/ 1/ hi /wor | d/ afri ca/ 4828790. st m

UN head Kofi Annan has said the Denocratic Republic of Congo
el ections

in June will pose "nmmjor |ogistical challenges, if not

ni ght mares". He
is visiting DR Congo, where the UN has its | argest peacekeeping



m ssi on, ahead of the country's first free elections in 45 years.
He

al so wel coned a pl anned depl oynent of European Union troops to
act as a

rapid reaction force during the polls. The polls are to end a
power -sharing period after a five-year civil war

EGYPT: JUDGES PROTEST LACK OF FREEDOM
http://apnews. nyway. com articl e/ 20060318/ DBGDN7381. ht ni

Nearly 1,000 Egyptian judges held a hal f-hour silent protest

Fri day

(March 17) to denponstrate for full judicial independence and

agai nst

the governnment's order to interrogate six of their coll eagues who
criticized recent elections. The justices, wearing the red and
green

sashes of their profession, gathered outside their professiona
associ ation, the Judges' Cub, in downtown Cairo ahead of an
extraordi nary general assenbly to discuss their grievances.

ETHI OPI AA EU RELEASES FI NAL REPCRT ON 2005 ELECTI ONS
http://allafrica. com stories/200603200127. ht n

The European Union has issued its final report on last May's

el ections

in Ethiopia. According to the report, the 2005 parlianentary

el ections

were the nost conpetitive elections Ethiopia had experienced,
with an

unprecedented high voter turnout. However, it said, while the
pre-election period saw largely orderly nmanner, the counting and
aggregation process were narred by irregular practices, confusion
and

| ack of transparency. The report noted that subsequent conplaints
and

appeal s nechani sns did not provide an effective renmedy. The hunan
rights situation rapidly deteriorated in the post-election day
peri od

when dozens of citizens were killed by the police and thousands
wer e

arrested, it said.

GABON: OPPCSI TI ON LEADER I N H DI NG

htt p: // news. bbc. co. uk/ 1/ hi /wor | d/ afri ca/ 4830432. st m



Gabon's mai n opposition | eader says he has gone into hiding after
governnent forces raided his party's headquarters. Pierre
Manboundou

told the BBC that he was not about to | eave the country, but said
he

was al so considering seeking political asylum He finished second
in

| ast Novenber's presidential election, which he clained was
fraudul ent .

Presi dent Orar Bongo, Africa's |ongest-serving head of state, won
with

79.2% of the vote. M Manboundou told the BBC s French service

t hat

police had seized docunents and conputers during the raid on the
headquarters of his Gabonese People's Union (UPG early on Tuesday
(March 21) norning.

KENYA: MPS BRACE FOR BATTLE AS PARLI AVENT RECPENS
http://allafrica. com stories/200603200847. ht n

Daggers are drawn ahead of the state reopening of parlianent
after a

five-month recess, one of the |ongest in Kenya's history. Cabinet
m ni sters and governnent-friendly MPs dug in to do battle with an
opposition that has sworn to scuttle the state agenda in the
house.

Parliament is deeply divided over corruption - specifically, the
Sh7

billion twin Angl o Leasing scandals - the stalled Constitution
review,

the raid on the Standard G oup and presence of all eged
nmercenaries in

the country.

KENYA: NEW PARTY A CLEAR SI GN KI BAKI WANTS TO RUN I N 2007
http://allafrica. com stories/200603210701. ht

The registration of a new party by politicians close to President
Mhrai

Ki baki has sent a strong signal that he is keen to vie for a
second

term However, the setting up of the National Rainbow Coalition-
Kenya

(Nar c- Kenya) has sent mixed signals to coalition partners, Ford-
Kenya



and National party of Kenya (NPK), leaving themin a state of
politica

| inbo, as they were reportedly not consulted when the plan was
noot ed.

It al so casts doubt about a pre-election unwitten agreenent
within the

national Alliance Party of Kenya (NAK), in which Kibaki was to go
for a

single termand | eave the presidential ticket to Ford-Kenya cone
2007.

NI GERI A: COUNTRY SHUTS DOMN FOR KEY CENSUS
htt p: // news. bbc. co. uk/ 1/ hi /wor | d/ af ri ca/ 4828090. st m

The streets of Nigeria's main cities are quiet, as people have
been

told to stay at hone and wait to be counted in the first census
for 15

years. The headcount is sensitive, as funding and politica
representation depend on the results but questions of religion and
ethnicity have been left out. There is frustration in nany pl aces
t hat

the process has started slowy. N geria' s president has stressed
t hat

the five-day census is not political and urged people to renmin
calm

Nigeria is Africa's nost popul ous country but estinmates of its
popul ation range from 120 to 150 mllion

UGANDA: OPPCSI TI ON W TNESSES " HARRASSED"
http://allafrica.com stories/200603201117. ht n

The FDC i n Uganda has pleaded with the governnent to stop its
functionaries from harassing wi tnesses who have sworn affidavits
supporting Dr Kizza Besigye's petition against President
Museveni's

re-election. "Qur witnesses particularly the soldiers, are being
terrorised and hunted. Those who have sworn affidavits are being
harassed yet they are al so Ugandans and voters," FDC spokesperson
M

Wafula Qguttu told journalists yesterday at the party's head
office in

Naj j anankunbi , Kanpal a. "W have chosen | egal ways of fighting our
political wars and governnent should not deny us that chance,"”

Qguttu



pl eaded. "Let witnesses present their side and | et governnent
chal | enge
t hem "

ZI MBABVWE: M NI STER WARNS TSVANGQ RAI OVER PROTESTS
http://tinyurl.com pfcwg

Zi nbabwe State Security M nister Didynus Miutasa has warned
opposition

| eader Mbrgan Tsvangirai and his supporters that the governnent
wil |

crush any nmmss protests agai nst President Robert Miugabe. "W are
wat ching themclosely. W heard his [Tsvangirai's] threats and we
hope

they will just end as threats, but if they start destroying

t hi ngs then

they will see us," Mitasa told i ndependent news service Zintnline
adding that if Tsvangirai and the MDC want war with the

gover nnent,

then it is nore than ready for them reports the Mail and
Guar di an.
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14 Devel opnent

AFRI CA: Al D | NFLOAS AND DEBT RELI EF YET TO TRANSLATE | NTO REDUCED
POVERTY

http://allafrica. com stories/200603200835. ht n

Uganda, |ike other sub-saharan African countries, still faces the
chal | enge of keeping the inflation rate bel ow 10% and hol di ng the
shilling at bay against the dollar at the expense of poor nedica
care,

subst andard education, poor road network, ranpant unenploynent and
having mllions of the population still living on one dollar a
day.

Participants at the International Mnetary Fund's (I M) roundtable
nmeeting on debt relief and the challenges of increased aid in
Lusaka,

Zanbi a over the weekend agreed that there was need for increased
debt

relief instead of increased aid inflows.

AFRI CA: NO "MAG C BULLETS" TO END POVERTY, SAYS JEFFREY SACHS



http://ww.irinnews.org/report.asp?Reportl| D=52322

In 2005 econoni st Jeffrey Sachs presented an action plan to neet
t he

UN s poverty-slashing MIIennium Devel opnent Goals (MDGs) by 2015,
whi ch included practical and affordable interventions such as
bed- net s

to fight malaria, vaccinations to conbat infectious diseases, the
provi sion of anti-AIDS drugs, fertilisers to inprove crop yields
and

drilling wells to provide safe drinking water. Sachs, who heads

t he UN

Ml ennium Project and the Earth Institute, has been criticised
for

suggesting strategi es that have been inpl enmented before and
failed. In

a wde-ranging interviewwith IRIN, Sachs defended his plan and
provi ded sone details on how the project is going to help poor
countries hel p thensel ves.

EAST AFRI CA: UN REPORT HAI LS KENYA, UGANDA WATER | NI Tl ATI VES
http://allafrica. com stories/200603210703. ht n

A community revolving fund in Kitale, Kenya, that has assisted
hundr eds

of poor famlies with noney to put up better sanitation, is anong
unique initiatives in East Africa hailed in a new United Nations
gl obal

report. Established by an NGO called Practical Action (formerly
| TDG

and nanaged by the Catholic Diocese of Kitale, the fund operates
in the

Tuwani and Shino la Tewa sluns of the town. It offers |oans of
bet ween

Ksh27, 000 ($342) and Ksh60, 000 ($759) to plot owners, who repay
at an

annual rate of 12 per cent. This has benefited nore than 230
famlies.

EAST AFRI CA: WIO REPORT PAINTS CGRI M PI CTURE OF JOB LOSSES
http://allafrica. com stories/200603210695. ht
East African countries will suffer job |osses and an increase in

poverty under the nost plausible outcones of the current world
trade



negoti ati ons, a Washi ngton-based think tank warns in a new
report. The

Carnegi e Endowrent for International Peace bases its concl usions
on

sophisticated statistical nodelling of likely agreenents
resulting from

the Doha Round of trade tal ks, which have been underway for the
past

five years. The central scenario projected in the Carnegie report
i nvol ves an anbitious expansion of market access for nanufactured
goods

and a nore nodest expansion of world trade in farm products,
acconpani ed by elimnation of subsidies for agricultural exports.

GLOBAL: TRADE RULES A STUMBLI NG BLOCK TO REALI SI NG THE MDGS
http: //ww. i psnews. net/ news. asp?i dnews=32513

Less than a decade remains for countries to reach the anbitious
targets

laid out in the United Nations M| ennium Devel opnent Goal s
(MXGs) - -

agreed on by global |eaders at a summt in 2000. The ei ght MDGs
focus

on halving the nunber of people living in extrene hunger and
poverty,

achi eving universal primary education, pronoting gender equality
and

reducing child nortality, all by 2015. They also aimto inprove
mat er nal heal th, conbat di sease, ensure environnenta
sustainability

and devel op partnerships that can tackle issues such as unfair

gl obal

trade rul es, and debt in devel oping countries. To get a sense of
what

progress is being nade towards achieving the MDGs, Walter Kudzodz
spoke to Tetteh Honmeku, director of programmes at the Accra-based
Third

World Network-Africa (TWN-Africa).

KENYA: WORLD BANK APPROVES SH7BN FOR TRADE
http://allafrica. com stories/200603201316. ht n

The World Bank has approved US$120.6 nmillion (Sh8.68 billion) aid
to

Kenya under its trade and transport facilitation project. The
pr oj ect



will fund inplenentation of the East African Comunity Custons
Uni on

and provide institutional backing for transport. Finance mnistry
Per manent Secretary Joseph Kinyua said the funding, approved | ast
nmonth, would make it cheaper for businesses to operate in the
country

t hrough i nproved transport network and sinpler custons procedures.
Kenya got the lion's share of the US$184 million Wrld Bank's
kitty for

the three East African countries, with Uganda receiving US$26. 4
mllion

and Tanzania US$37 mllion

NI GERI A: OBASANJO I N BATTLE W TH RUSSI A OVER NEPAD
http://ww.tribune.com ng/ 120306/ news10. ht m

Ni geria and Russia are now pitched in an enotive diplomatic row
following a resolve by the Russian governnent to side track the
agenda

of New Partnership for Africa s Devel opnent (NEPAD) fromthe
overal |

programe of GB8, ahead of the next G8 neeting to be held in
Moscow,

Sunday Tribune can report. Russia, the current chairman of G8 has
tactically been distancing itself from NEPAD and has been

i ndi cating

that NEPAD will not formpart of issues that the G would

del i berate

upon during its next sunmmer neeting in Mdscow, a devel opnent said
to

have angered President O usegun (hasanj o.

ZAMBI A:  GOVERNMENT CAUTI OUS ABOUT SPENDI NG DEBT SAVI NGS
http://ww.irinnews.org/report.asp?Reportl| D=52341

Zanbia's coffers are $150 nmillion richer after having its debts

sl ashed

by &8 countries |last year, but despite calls for the opening of

t he

spendi ng taps, the governnent has adopted a prudent approach to

poverty

all eviation. According to finance mnister Ngandu Magande, about
95

percent of the US $7 billion external debt will disappear by the
end of



2006, follow ng Zanbia's selection as one of 19 countries to
qualify
for debt cancellation fromthe G8 group of rich nations.
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15 Corruption
CAMEROON: Bl YA MUST CONFRONT ROOT CAUSES OF CORRUPTI ON
htt p: // ww. post newsl i ne. coni 2006/ 03/ bi ya_nust _confr. ht n

Ndi va Kof el e- Kal e, Professor of Public International Law at

Sout hern

Met hodi st University in Dallas, Texas, is a |eading scholar on the
i mpact of corruption in developing countries. He is also at the
forefront of the growi ng novenent to make corrupti on a hunman
rights

viol ation punishable under international law. In this interview
from

The Post Online (Caneroon), Professor Kofel e-Kale talks about the
anti-corruption drive in Caneroon, and the need to establish

i nternational mechani snms for dealing with corruption by high-

r anki ng

governnent officials.

CAMEROON: TRANSPARENCY | NTERNATI ONAL SUPPORTS ANTI - CORRUPTI ON
EFFORTS

http://adm n. cori sweb. org/i ndex. php?
fuseacti on=news. vi ew& d=120379&sr c=dcn

A Press Statenent by Transparency |International has |auded recent
noves

taken by President Biya to conmbat enbezzlenent. The gl obal civi
society organisation that is leading the fight against corruption
Transparency International (TlI) has qualified recent noves to
conbat

corruption in Caneroon as the steps that will "deter future cases
of

illicit enrichment in the country"”.

DRC: COURT FCORCES SA M NI NG TYCOON TO TAKE STAND

http://ww.iol.co.zalindex. php?
set _i d=1&click_i d=15&art _i d=vn20060320031530504C550361



A controversial South African nultimllionaire and convicted
fraudster

has been ordered to answer questions about his involvenent in the
shadowy DRC nining industry. And the Pretoria High Court order,
whi ch

will force N ko Shefer to take the stand, also pronmises to
uncover how

figures within the local mning conpany becane enbroiled with the
Denocrati c Republic of Congo's state nining conpany, Gecam nes.

KENYA: G THONGO SAYS I T IS NOT OVER YET
http://allafrica.com stories/200603201256. ht n

Kenya's forner ethics permanent secretary John G thongo now says

t here

is nore on the Anglo Leasing scandal that is yet to be reveal ed.
"It's

not over. It's just starting. Right now about 30 per cent has cone
out," M G thongo said of the nega-corruption scandal that has
shaken

the Narc Governnent to its very core, forcing the resignation of

t wo

Cabinet mnisters. He made the revelation during an interview

wi th The

New York Times, which was published on Saturday. In a separate
interview with The Guardi an, G thongo called on the UK
authorities to

| aunch a full investigation into a nunber of British businessnen,
whose

multi-mllion dollar contracts are at the centre of Kenya's | atest
corruption scandal

UGANDA: M NI STERS QUI ZZED ON GLOBAL FUND MONEY
http://allafrica. com stories/200603201100. ht n

"A heap of garbage," was Justice Janmes (Qgool a's description of the
accountability rendered for the mllions spent by the three
mnisters

of health in purported supervision of dobal Fund activities in
Uganda.

"Utter rubbish,” Bank of Uganda Governor Tunusiine Mitebile
sunmed up

state minister for general duties Mke Mikula's attenpts to
exoner at e

hinself fromresponsibility of accounting for the noney. This was
a



session of Justice Ogoola's conm ssion of inquiry into the alleged
m smanagenent of the d obal Fund against Aids, Ml aria and
Tuber cul osis, which was thrown into shock by Mikul a when he said

t he

noney was never m sused.

INTNTINTINTININININININ NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN
WA

16 Health and HI V/ Al DS
EAST AFRI CA: STOCRIN PRI CE CUT TO LEAD TO MORE REDUCTI ONS
http://allafrica. com stories/200603210698. ht n

The reduction in the price of a key Aids drug, Stocrin, is
expected to

put pressure on other global nmultinationals to reduce their
medi ci ne

prices. UNAi ds says further reductions are essential to achieving
uni versal access to the life-saving drugs by 2010. The price cut,
whi ch

was announced recently on the fifth anniversary of the

phar maceuti cal

conpany Merck Sharp & Dohne's worl dwi de H V/ Aids pricing policy,
wil |

see the price of Stocrin fall by 20 per cent.

ETHI OPI A: H5N1 TEST NEGATI VE, SCARE HURTS ECONOWY
http://allafrica.com stories/200603200132. ht n

The mnistry of health in Ethiopia says sanples from dead

chi ckens have

tested negative for the deadly H5N1 strain of bird flu, but a
nationwi de scare about the disease has had an incal cul abl e cost
onits

econony. Ethiopia sent blood sanples from 14 chickens to be
tested in

Italy after 7,000 died of an unidentified disease in a state-
owned farm

in southern region. The renaining chickens were incinerated and
t he

gover nnment banned novenents of poultry products including chickens
along a 60-km (38-nmile) area surrounding Gubre poultry farm

GLOBAL: AIDS WLL HT FIRMS HARDER I N FI VE YEARS



http://allafrica. com stories/200603201072. ht n

The threat of HIV/Aids on the global econony in the next five
years is

likely to cause severe | osses, according to the World Economic
For um

Report 2006. Business |osses are predicted at 46 percent from 2005
conpared to 37 percent as at 2004. "Future concern is rising
about the

expected inpact of HIV/Aids on firns' operations over the next
five

years," reads in part the Wrld Econom ¢ Forum (WEF) Report 2006
titled: Business & HIV/ AIDS: A healthier partnership?

KENYA: OPENNESS CHANGES Al DS SUFFERER
http://allafrica. com stories/200603200564. ht n

Anmid the din of swinging cranes and the rattle of heavy trucks,
Franci s

Ruwa weaves through the gang of casual workers who are busy

of f| oadi ng

cargo froma ship on the quayside at the port of Mnbasa. In his
hand,

he is carrying a bundle of panphlets which he distributes to his
col | eagues as he nobves on, occasionally nmaking stopovers to
exchange

greetings and pass on a word of advice. Unless one pays
attention, Ruwa

could easily be mistaken for a sal esnman distributing pronotiona
materials but he is on a canpaign trail against H V/Aids which has
al ready cl ai ned hundreds of enployees at the prestigious state
cor porati on.

NI GERI A: NIGERI AT 74 ARV TREATMENT CENTERS ESTABLI SHED

htt p: // ww. kai sernetwork. org/daily_reports/rep_i ndex. cf n?DR_| D=35
949

Seventy-four antiretroviral therapy treatnent centers have been
established across Nigeria to help provide antiretroviral drugs to
Hl V-positive people, Health Mnister Eyitayo Lanbo said | ast

Thur sday

in a statenent, AFP/Yahoo! News reports. N geria in Decenber 2005
announced it would begin a programthat ainms to provide
antiretroviral

drugs at no cost to about 250,000 HI V-positive residents.



SUDAN: MENI NG TI'S CONFI RVED | N DARFUR | DP CAMP
http://allafrica. com stories/200603200098. ht n

A vacci nation canpaign against nmeningitis is expected in western
Sudan

following the confirmati on of an outbreak in Hamadyia canp for
internally displaced persons in Zalinger, West Darfur, according
to the

United Nations Wrld Health Organi zati on. Sone 28 cases of
meningitis

and one death had been reported through an early-warning system
by 10

March, WHO said in a statenent. The di sease had al so been
reported in

ot her regions of Sudan.

TANZANI A: BARS, SEX TRADE FUELLI NG H'V SPREAD SAY ZANZI BAR S
MUSLI M5

http://allafrica.com stories/200603210189. ht n

The battle against HHV/AIDS in Zanzibar will not succeed as |ong
as

trade in al cohol and conmercial sex work continue to thrive on the
i sland, according to Muslimleaders. "Zanzi bar woul d have been
free of

H V/AIDS if Muslins stuck to their religious teachings but,

mainly, if

the governnment was serious about controlling the spread of pubs,
especially in residential areas," said Shei kh Azzan Khalid, deputy
| eader of the Zanzibar Islamc Propagation Goup. "The state

tel evision

has been a key player in noral decay by show ng programmes which
pronote sex."

THE GAMBI A: TESTI NG A VACCI NE FOR CHI LDHOCD PNEUMONI A
http://ww.id21. org/ health/h9fc3gl. ht m

Al nost one in five of child deaths worl dwi de are caused by
pneumoni a. A

vaccine tested in the Ganbia in a study led by the UK Medica
Resear ch

Council has proven to be effective agai nst pneunopnia, thus

r educi ng

hospital adm ssions and increasing survival rates. The
researchers



reconmend the wi der introduction of the vaccine across Afri ca.
UGANDA: H V PREVALENCE DROPS TO 6. 4% SURVEY SAYS

htt p: // ww. kai sernetwork. org/daily_reports/rep_i ndex. cf n?DR_| D=36
021

Uganda's HI V preval ence has decreased from6.5%to 6.4%
according to a

nati onal AIDS indicator survey, Uganda's New Vision reports. The
survey

- which was presented on Monday by WIford Lordson Kirungi

medi cal

epi dem ol ogi st for the country's AIDS Control Program - was
conduct ed

bet ween 2004 and 2005 and invol ved 10, 437 househol ds chosen at
random

The survey finds that H'V preval ence fell in the country, and
awar eness

of nmobdes of transm ssion increased.

ZI MBABWE: PIT LATRI NES A HEALTH HAZARD IN CI TI ES, WARN EXPERTS
http://ww.irinnews.org/report.asp?Reportl| D=52271

Zi nbabwe's |l ocal authorities and health experts have warned that
t he

erection of ventilated pit latrines by the small nunber of
beneficiaries of the country's urban renewal housi ng project
coul d pose

a serious health hazard. Governnment has encouraged the occupants
of the

150 new houses hastily constructed after the controversi al
Qperation

Mur anbat svi na (C ean out Garbage), which affected hundreds of

t housands

of people last year, to build the toilets while they await the
installation of formal ablution facilities.
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17 Educati on
AFRI CA: DONCRS ' MUST END NEGLECT OF AFRI CAN UNI VERSI Tl ES

htt p: // wwv. sci dev. net/ News/ i ndex. cf nP
fuseacti on=readNews& t em d=2717& anguage=1



I nternational donors should invest nore in Africa' s universities
because of the inportant role they could play in alleviating
poverty,

according to a study conmm ssioned by the Wrld Bank. The report,
published last nonth, calls for donors to reverse their neglect
of the

hi gher education sector. It says wi der access to university
education

woul d give nmany Africans a better life and stinulate econonic
devel opnent.

AFRI CA: EDUCATI ON AT THE WORLD SCOCI AL FORUM
http://tinyurl.com p3ogk

UNESCO and partner NGGOs organi zed two panels on education at the
Pol ycentric World Social Forumin Bamako, Mali, |ast January. The
first

wor kshop focused on the positive links between literacy, HV
prevention

education and wonen’s enpowernent. The second | ooked into civil

soci ety
perspectives on Education for All. Participants underlined civi
society’s role and responsibility in ensuring that governnents
respect

their commtnments to providing education opportunities to their
peopl e.

AFRI CA: UNESCO AND THE AFRI CAN UNION SUMM T
http://tinyurl.comr3cwe

A second “Decade for Education in Africa” is to be launched in
2006 to

push forward the nonentum of Education for Al on the continent.
“

hope that this Decade will allow us to nake considerabl e progress
in

education, especially pan-African education,” says A pha Qunar
Konar é,

Chai rperson of the Conmission of the African Union. As a prelude
to

this Decade, education and culture were high on the agenda for the
African Heads of State participating in the 6th African Union
Summt in

Khart oum Sudan on 23-24 January.



GLOBAL: CAN THE NUMBERS BE TRUSTED?
http://tinyurl.comr7yba

Nearly one-fifth of the world s adult population — 771 million
adults —

|l ack the basic literacy skills vital to inprove their |ivelihoods
according to the EFA d obal Mnitoring Report released in Novenber
2005. But where does this nunber come fron? Does it include

m gr ant

wor kers, nonmads or refugees? And how accurate is it? The Report
makes

cross-national conparison of literacy using data conpiled by the
UNESCO

Institute for Statistics (U S). About two-thirds of the country
statistics cone fromnationally-reported figures based on nationa
censuses Or surveys.

KENYA: FI NALLY A WOMAN NAMED PUBLI C UNI VERSI TY VI CE CHANCELLOR
http://allafrica. com stories/200603210852. ht n

Prof dive Mu haki Migenda, 52, has been appointed the first wonman
Vi ce- Chancel l or of a public university in Kenya. Prof dive
Mugenda

the new Kenyatta University Vice-Chancellor, addressed the press
after

her appoi ntnent. Migenda edged out three nale professors to
clinch the

top position at Kenyatta University - one of Kenya's ol dest
universities - for a five-year term Fornerly in charge of
finance and

pl anni ng, she deputised her predecessor, Prof Everett Standa, who
returns to his teaching post at Mi University, after his three-
year

term ended on Mbnday.
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18 Raci sm and xenophobi a

GLOBAL: ETHNI C AUDI T OF PRSPS AND THEI R EFFECT ON | NDI GENQUS
PEOPLES

htt p://di gbi g. cont 4gt bs



I ndi genous and tribal peoples represent about 5 per cent of the
world's

popul ation, but over 15 per cent of the world' s poor. The

i nci dence of

extrene poverty is higher anong themthan anbng ot her soci al
groups and

they generally benefit nmuch |l ess than others from overal
declines in

poverty. This paper reports on an ethnic "audit" of 14 PRSPs
(poverty

reduction strategy papers) in 14 countries in Asia, Africa and
Latin

Anerica. Its goal is to ascertain whether and how the rights,
needs and

aspirations of indigenous and tribal peoples have been taken into
account and whet her they have been involved in the consultations
|l eading to the formati on of the PRSPs.

GLOBAL: | NTERNATI ONAL DAY FOR THE ELI M NATI ON OF RACI AL
DI SCRI M NATI ON

http://ww. hrea. org/ f eature-events/id-agai nst-raci sm php

Sonetines, racist people commt acts which are as stupid as they
are

out rageous. However, violent forns of racismand discrimnation
is only

the tip of the iceberg. Beneath the surface of apparent equality,
peopl e belonging to ethnic, religious, sexual or any other
mnorities,

continue to be confronted with various forns of intolerance and
di scrimnation. The vicious circle of popular bigotry and populist
politicians finds easy victins in any group of people who fal
out si de

the prejudiced perception of “normality”.
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19 Environnent

AFRI CA: TAKI NG Al M AT MDG TARGETS

http://ww. i psnews. net/ news. asp?i dnews=32542

The targets for the seventh United Nations M| enni um Devel opnent

Goal
(MDG sound inpressive. This MDG focuses on ensuring environnental



sustainability. Ei ght goals were adopted by the internationa
conmmuni ty

at the UN MIlennium Sunmt, held in 2000, in a bid to raise
living

standards around the gl obe by 2015. However, Mina Lakhani, a
menber of

the South-Africa based environnental action group, Earthlife
Africa,

has concerns about the targets for MDG seven - and indicators
used to

measur e progress towards these targets.

GLOBAL: ACTI VI STS SHARE RESERVATI ONS ABOUT GLOBAL WATER FORUM
htt p: //ww. i psnews. net/ news. asp?i dnews=32519

"Access to water is a basic right": while this is the nessage
voi ced hy

the organisers of the 4th Wrld Water Forum begi nni ng Thur sday
(March

16) in Mexico City, civil society activists take a di mview of
this

international event, as they believe it will pronote the
privatisation

of water resources.

GLOBAL: BI GSAFETY PROTOCOL ALI VE, BUT RESTRI CTED
htt p: //ww. i psnews. net/ news. asp?i dnews=32550

The Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety "is alive," celebrated the
del egates to the Third Meeting of the Parties to the Protoco
(MOP3) ,

al t hough there were conplaints about and criticism of

nodi fications to

the final agreenent reached Friday night (March 17). "We nade
i mport ant

concessions to accomopdate | egiti mate concerns,
Envi r onnent

M nister Marina Silva said in her closing speech

Brazilian

GLOBAL: UN WARNS OF WORST MASS EXTI NCTI ONS FOR 65M YEARS
htt p: // ww. guar di an. co. uk/ conservation/story/0,,1735751, 00. ht ni

Humans have provoked the worst spate of extinctions since the
di nosaurs



were wi ped out 65m years ago, according to a UN report that calls
for

unprecedented worl dwi de efforts to address the slide. The report
pai nts

a grimpicture of life on earth, with declining nunbers of plants,
animals, insects and birds across the gl obe, and warns that the
current

extinction rate is up to 1,000 tines faster than in the past.
Sonme 844

animals and plants are known to have disappeared in the |ast 500
years.

KENYA: MOVE TO SAVE CURATI VE TREE
http://allafrica.com stories/200603210860. ht n

The country is losing tonnes of an indigenous tree species to

Eur ope

where it is used in the manufacture of a cancer drug. As a result,
conservationists in Tigoni, Kianbu, have | aunched a canpaign to
save

Prunus Africana, locally known as Miiri. Tonnes of the tree's

bark are

exported to France and ot her European countries every year for the
manuf acture of drugs used in the treatnent of prostate cancer.

LESOTHO LOW.AND DI STRI CTS FACE WATER SHORTAGES
http://ww.irinnews.org/report.asp?Reportl| D=52346

The Lesot ho Hi ghl ands schene supplies South Africa with mllions
of

cubic netres of water per year, while people living in the

| ow ands of

the tiny nountain kingdomstruggle to find water for donestic
consunption. Young wonen and children queuing w th containers,

wai ting

to draw water from boreholes or public taps, are a conmpn si ght

i n many

parts of the country. "Life is difficult because we always have to
travel for long distances to get water, and when we finally find a
pl ace that has water, there are nmany people waiting to get a
turn, "

sai d Makenophel e Koetl e, from Lithabaneng district, southeast of

t he

capital, Maseru.

TANZANI A: USI NG THE SUN TO STERI LI SE WATER



htt p:// news. bbc. co. uk/ 1/ hi/worl d/ africal/ 4786216. st m

Tanzani an vil |l agers have begun using an energy-saving nethod to

sterilise their drinking water - |leaving the water under the sun
The

pi ped water supply to Ndolela village in the central Iringa
region is

intermttent and even when it does it flow, it is not clean
enough to

drink. Wen the pipes run dry, villagers get water froma dirty
spring.

Mot her of five Rose Longwa says the new process has changed her
life.

"W no longer suffer fromstomach illness. That's because the
water is

cl ean and safe.”
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20 Land and land rights
KENYA: BUI LDI NGS, BU LDI NGS EVERYWHERE AND NOT A DROP TO DRI NK
http://allafrica. com stories/200603200099. ht n

Reports about the housing situation in Kenya's capital, Nairobi
often

focus on the lack of proper places to stay - particularly in the
massi ve sl um of Ki bera, where tens of thousands live in appalling
conditions. However, there are also areas of the city where too
many

residential properties are being built - or at |east, being built
t oo

qui ckly. Devel opment here is outstripping the provision of water
electricity and sewerage systens. And the result, greater nunbers
of

people relying on limted infrastructure, is seen as a recipe for
di saster.
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21 Media and freedom of expression

DRC: | CC ASKED TO | NVESTI GATE 2003 DI SAPPEARANCE



http://ww.ifex.org/en/content/view full/73048/

Reporters Wthout Borders and its partner organisation
Journaliste en

Danger (JED) have witten to the International Crimnal Court's
chi ef

prosecutor asking himto carry out nore thorough enquiries into

t he

June 2003 di sappearance of Agence France-Presse assistant Acquitté
Ki senbo. MIlitia chief Thonmas Lubanga, who was arrested on war
crines

charges and transferred to the 1CC on 17 March 2006, is suspected
of

ordering his nurder

SOUTHERN AFRI CA: GENDER | MBALANCES IN THE MEDI A NEED TO BE
ADDRESSED

http://ww. al ertnet. org/thenews/ newsdesk/ | RI N
78759f 22d687e7b2c014224524e776db. ht m

The medi a shoul d address the gender inbal ances in news coverage
and in

the newsroomto draw a | arger audi ence of wonen, urge activists.
Fewer

wonen were used as sources in news stories because nen shaped
deci si ons

on coverage in nost nedia organisations, according to a survey of
76

countries, including 13 in Southern African, conducted by various
NGCs

participating in the @ obal Mdia Mnitoring Project (GWP).

TUNI SI A: | MPRI SONED HUMAN RI GHTS DEFENDER MOHAMED ABBOU ON HUNGER
STRI KE

Incarcerated since 1 March 2006 for publishing an article on the
Internet , lawyer and hunman ri ghts defender Mohamed Abbou has
been on

hunger strike since 11 March. He is protesting his prison

condi tions

that have worsened since 2 March, when a gathering in front of Kef
prison, where he is detai ned, took place that was bl ocked by the
police

and the National Cuard.

htt p: // ww. panbazuka. or g/ en/ cat egor y/ nedi a/ 32940



UGANDA: M NI STERS I N NEAR FI GHT AS POLI CE RAI D FM RADI O STATI ON
http://allafrica. com stories/200603201082. ht n

Police in Uganda rai ded Open Gate FM Radio, arrested two
presenters and

pi cked up conmputers, two days after two mnisters nearly fought
out si de

the radi o studios. The mnister for the presidency, and the state
m ni ster for energy confronted Budadiri Wst MP Mafabi at the
radio

station on Saturday accusing himof defam ng them WMafabi had
been on a

tal k show on the radi o. Non-unifornmed policenen arrived at the
radio

station at 1pmand attenpted to take the on-air conputer too.

ZI MBABWE: GOVERNMENT SEEKS MORE SNOOPI NG PONERS

http: //wwv. j ournal i sm co. za/ nodul es. php?
op=nod| oad&nane=News&f il e=arti cl e&si d=3796

The Zi nbabwean governnent has drafted a bill that would pernit the
surveill ance of tel ephone and e-nmail conmmunications while making
it

conmpul sory for service providers to install the enabling

equi pnent on

behal f of the state, according to a statenment from M sa. The
proposed

law, the Interception of Comunications Bill 2006, seeks to
enpower the

chi ef of defence intelligence, the director-general of the Centra
Intelligence Organisation, the Commissioner of Police and the
Conmi ssi oner General of the Zi nbabwe Revenue Authority to

i ntercept

tel ephonic, e-mail and cel |l phone nessages.
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22 News fromthe Diaspora
NI GERI A: SECOND NI GERI AN YOUTH LEADERSHI P SUMM T CONSULTATI ON

htt p: // ww. devel opnent par t ner shi p. or g/ dpi / event s/ 2nd_Yout h_Summi t
.htnm

In preparation for the Second N gerian Youth Leadership Sunmt



schedul ed for Enugu during July 4-5, 2006, devel opnent Partnership
International along with other partners is organizing consultative
sessions in all the geopolitical zones of Nigeria and in the

Di aspora

from May- June 2006. The purpose of the consultation is to find
out

what young people perceive as their nost inportant priorities,

what

efforts and interventions they are undertaking to address these
important priority areas, what challenges they are facing, both as
young people and at the |evel of their work, identify and

docunment best

practices energing fromtheir work, and recommendati ons on how

t hey can

further inprove their work. The consultation in the D aspora,

wil |

focus nore on health policy, health sector reforns, and how t hose
in

the Diaspora can contribute to Nigeria s health sector

devel opnent.
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23 Advocacy and canpai gns
GLOBAL: JUBI LEE2000 CAMPAI GN FOR DEBT CANCELLATI ON
http://tinyurl.com ghxzr

“Though Bank President Wolfowitz has said 42 countries will
benefit

fromthe (Goup of 8 G 8 nations debt deal, the fine print of the
Wirld Bank’s plan to inpl enment debt cancell ati on neans t hat
beyond an

initial 17 nations, any additional countries will have to wait at
a

mnimmuntil md-2007 — a full two years after the G8 Sunmit in
d eneagl

es — for their debts to be cancelled to the Wrld Bank.W need
your help to hold World Bank President Paul Wlfowitz to his
word.”

GLOBAL: STREETNET | NTERNATI ONAL ALLI ANCE
http://ww. streetnet.org. za/ english/default. htm

StreetNet International alliance of street vendors was | aunched in



Dur ban, South Africa, in Novenber 2002. Menber shi p-based

organi zati ons

(uni ons, co-operatives or associations) directly organi zing street
vendors, market vendors and/or hawkers anong their nenbers, are
entitled to affiliate to StreetNet International. The ai m of

St reet Net

is to pronote the exchange of information and ideas on critica
i ssues

facing street vendors, narket vendors and hawkers (i.e. nobile
vendor s)

and on practical organizing and advocacy strategies.

LI BERI A: FI GHT FI RESTONE
htt p: //wwv. st opfirestone. org

“The Institute for Policy Studies (IPS) is working with our
col | eagues

in Liberia and in the US to stop Firestone's exploitation of
Li beri a

and her peopl e.W have | aunched | awsuits against Firestone in
Li beri a

and in the United States, and we are wagi ng a public pressure
canpai gn

in advance of the April 3rd court date to show Firestone that the
wor | d

is watching, and it doesn't |like what it sees. Please visit
ww. st opfirestone.org to | earn nore about Firestone and the

| awsui ts,

and to send a letter to Firestone president Dan Adonitis
demandi ng an

end to Firestone's nodern-day slavery and ot her abuses.”
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WA

24 I nternet and technol ogy

AFRI CA: NEW VEBSI TE EXPLORES AFRI CA'S NEED FOR | NTERNET FI BER
http://wwv. di gi tal divide.net/bl og/acarvin/view?Post| D=11831

The Associ ation for Progressive Communi cations has | aunched a new
website to pronbte East Africa's dire need for an internationa
submarine cable that could provide affordabl e broadband I nternet

access. This web site, FibreForAfrica.net, has been put together
to



provi de basic infornation about international Internet bandw dth
in
Africa, its costs and the existence of nonopoly access to it.

AFRI CA: WEB TOOLS BU LD AFRI CAN LANGUAGES
htt p: // ww. bal anci ngact - afri ca. com news/ current 1. ht m #conputi ng

Local eGEN, an online tool to help build African |anguage |ocales
in up

to 700 African |languages, will be released. Al berto Escudero-
Pascual , a

software | ocalisation devel oper known for his work on the Swahil
translation of Linux (KiLinux) is responsible for the

devel opnent, and

says the tool ainms to help facilitate the creation of African

| anguage

| ocal es.

KENYA: THE DI ARI ES OF MAD KENYAN BLOGGERS
http://allafrica.com stories/200603131230. ht n

Local online diarists are treading where professional journalists
won' t

dare to shape public opinion on everything frompolitics,
econom cs to

sex. Is this the birth of new nedia in Africa as facel ess authors
t ake

on hot subjects? Ben Singer reports on Kenyan blogs in this
article

from The Nati on newspaper

NI GERI A: DI G TAL REVOLUTI ON ON STREETS OF NI GERI A

http://ww. t hestar. co. za/ i ndex. php?f Secti onl d=225&f Arti cl el d=3167
473

Peddl ers of pirated software now hold sway on the very streets
wher e

drug dealers and prostitutes plied their wares a decade ago in
Ni geria's biggest city. Every building in the Ikeja district is
now

packed wi th conputer and cel | phone ware. Business is done on the
streets.
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25 Fundrai sing and useful resources
AFRI CA: PANOS SMALL GRANTS PROGRAMMVE FOR PRI NT MEDI A JOURNALI STS
htt p: // panoseast ernafrica. org. ug/ grants. ht n

The Panos d obal AIDS Programme invites print journalists from
Eastern

Africa; Western Africa; the Caribbean; South Asia to participate
ina

smal| grants programme ained at raising debate at country | eve
on the

progress made by their countries in the attainnent of the goals
of the

Decl aration of Conm tnent agreed upon during the United Nations
Gener a

Assenbly Special Sessions (UNGASS) on H V/ AIDS held in June 2001

AFRI CA: WOMEN' S LAND LI NK AFRI CA

Wnen's Land Link Africa, a joint project of the Centre on Housing
Ri ghts and Evictions (COHRE), the Huairou Commi ssion, FAQ

Sout hern and

Eastern Africa and UN HABI TAT, was proud to cel ebrate

I nt ernati onal

Wnen's Day, 8 March, by launching its website, ww. w | aweb. org

Al t hough wonen's rights to | and, housing and property are clearly
recognized in laws at all levels, practically, there is a

di scernabl e

gap between theory and practice of these | aws.

htt p: // ww. panbazuka. or g/ en/ cat egor y/ f undr ai si ng/ 32930
GLOBAL: DI G TAL VI SI ON PROGRAMVE FELLOWSHI P
http://rdvp. or g/ becone/

The Program awards approximately fifteen fell owshi ps each year to
exceptional social entrepreneurs and technol ogy professionals from
around the world. Successful candi dates have innovative ideas and
are

passi onat e about inplenenting a project to enpower individuals and
communities in the devel opi ng worl d.

SOUTHERN AFRI CA: RESEARCH GRANTS ON RESCURCE MOBI LI SATI ON FOR
EQUITY IN
HEALTH



The Regional Network for Equity in Health in East and Sout hern
Africa

(Equi net), through the Health Economics Unit, University of Cape
Town,

Cape Town, South Africa invites applicants for nedium scal e
research

grants (of up to £9000 each) for experienced individuals working
in the

field of health care financing in East and Southern Africa.

I nterested

partici pants are encouraged to submt proposals for the

devel opnent of

country level case studies and to undertake research on a
particul ar

area of resource nobilisation or nmechani sns for strengthening
cross-subsidies in the overall health system This area of work
contributes specifically to the ‘fair financing’ work which is
one of

Equinet's priority work areas.

htt p: // ww. panbazuka. or g/ en/ cat egor y/ f undr ai si ng/ 32933
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26 Courses, semnars, and wor kshops
KENYA: POVERTY ERADI CATI ON NETWORK COURSES

The Poverty Eradi cati on Network (PEN) is introducing training
cour ses

for the not for profit sector. PEN has a w de range of proven
interventions to strengthen your organisation: participatory
organi sati onal assessnent; organi sational devel opnent; governance
strengt heni ng; | eadership and nanagenent training and nentoring;
systens devel opnent for information technol ogy, human resources,
finance, adm nistration and operational procedures; resource
nmobi |l i sation and fund raising; and strategic planning.

htt p: // ww. panbazuka. or g/ en/ cat egor y/ cour ses/ 32928
NI GERI A: GENDER, POVERTY AND ENVI RONMENT | N AFRI CA
http://ww.eldis.org/cf/rdr/rdr.cf n?Pdoc=D0OC21295

Green Earth Resources Network International and the Centre for
Cender



Studi es at Benue State University, Mkurdi, N geria present the
i nternational conference "Gender, poverty and environnment in
Africa: A

chal l enge for African |eaders" in N geria, 25-29 April 2006.

SOUTHERN AFRI CA: SUSTAI NI NG A VI BRANT WOMVEN S MOVEMENT | N THE SADC
REG ON

Open Society Initiative for Southern Africa and the Wonen in Law
in
Sout hern Africa Research Trust

http://ww. osi sa. org

This nmeeting, held 26-30 March 2006, Mdabane, Swaziland, will
expl ore,

in depth, the dwi ndling vibrancy of the wonmen’s novenent in the
Sout hern African Devel opnment Conmunity and provide a road map

t owar ds

its reinvigoration. Participants will engage in the situationa
anal ysis, exam ning the causes of the deteriorating vibrancy,

proposi ng
strategies and nodalities to address this and coll ectively draw
up an

action plan with defined roles, responsibilities and tinmefrane
for its
i mpl enent ati on.
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27 Jobs

ETH OPI A: ADVOCACY & LI Al SON OFFI CER (AFRI CAN UNI ON)
Crisis Goup

http: //wwv. cri si sgroup. or g/ hone/ i ndex. cf n?i d=3991&l =1

The role will be to support the Africa Programin all advocacy
activities with the African Union and all the najor organisations
| ocated in Addis Ababa. Working under the supervision of the
Africa

Program Director and in coordination with our Wst, Central

Sout hern

and Horn of Africa Project Directors you will strengthen our
advocacy

efforts with the African Union



GAMBI A:  EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR
Institute for Hunan Rights and Devel opnent in Africa (| HRDA)
http://ww. africaninstitute.org

The Institute for Human Ri ghts and Devel opnent in Africa (I HRDA)
is a

pan African human rights organi zati on, based in Banjul, the
Ganbi a,

established to pronote the effective use of African human rights
treaties and law to protect rights in Africa. The Executive

Di rector

will provide strategic direction and professional |eadership,
sustai ning and building on | HRDA' s reputation and uni que
contribution

to the human rights novenent in the continent, and devel oping a
strong

team of professional and notivated staff.

SQUTH AFRI CA: PROGRAM ASSOCI ATE, | NTERNATI ONAL PROGRANMS DI VI SI ON
Popul ati on Counci |
htt p: // www. popcounci | . org/ opportunities/05-06. htn

The individual in this position is responsible for inplenenting
operations research activities on HHV/AIDS, with a specific focus
on

the care and treatnment of people living with H V/ AIDS, including
linking/integrating the provision of antiretroviral treatnent into
ot her HI V/ Al DS prograns.

UGANDA: PART- Tl ME LI BRARI AN
Forum for Wonen in Denocracy
htt p: // ww. wougnet . or g/ wo_di r. ht ml #FONODE

Forum for Wonen in Denbcracy (FOANODE) is a non-partisan

organi zati on

whose nission is to pronote gender equality in all decision-making
t hrough advocacy, training, research and publishing. A resource
center

has been in existence at FOAMDE since 1998 to facilitate wonen

| eaders



at Parlianentary and | ower |evels. Young | eaders and students now
can

access the library. We are looking for a conmtted librarian to
participate in the on going reorgani zation of this Library.

WEST AFRI CA: GENDER- BASED VI OLENCE AND YQUTH ADVI SOR
The International Rescue Conmittee (IRC

http://ircjobs.org/jobs _detail sl.asp?
Job_i d=62760&Page_| d=6456&Publ i shed=1

The International Rescue Conmittee currently seeks a GBV and Youth
Advi sor for its Wst Africa prograns who will report to the

Seni or GBV

TA and will participate in nonthly conference calls with the Sr.
GBV TA

and the Child Youth Protection Devel opnent Director.
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Sections 501(c)(3) and 509(a) (1) of the Internal Revenue Code.

Support the struggle for social justice: $2 (one pound) a week
can make

a real difference Donate online at

htt p: // www. secur egi vi ng. co. uk/ donat e_t o/ fahanu. ht m >
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headl i nes

fromany or all of the Panbazuka News categories, and there is
also a

choice of format and style. Email editor @anbazuka.org for nore
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FAI R USE

This Newsletter is produced under the principles of 'fair use . W
strive to attribute sources by providing direct links to authors
and

websites. When full text is submtted to us and no website is
provi ded,

we nmake the text available on our website via a "for nore

i nformation"

link. Please contact editor @anbazuka. org i medi ately regarding
copyright issues.

Panbazuka News includes short snippets from wth corresponding
web

links to, comercial and other sites in order to bring the
attention of

our readers to useful information on these sites. W do this on
t he

basis of fair use and on a non-commercial basis and in what we
bel i eve

to be the public interest. If you object to our inclusion of the
sni ppets fromyour website and the associated |ink, please |let us
know

and we will desist fromusing your website as a source. Please
wite to

edi t or @anbazuka. org

The views expressed in this newsletter, including the signed
editorials, do not necessarily represent those of Fahanu or the
editors

of Panbazuka News. While we nake every effort to ensure that all
facts

and figures quoted by authors are accurate, Fahamu and the
editors of

Panbazuka News cannot be hel d responsible for any inaccuracies



contained in any articles. Please contact editor@anbazuka.org if
you

believe that errors are contained in any article and we will

i nvestigate and provi de feedback
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