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Policy Brief

Since 1990, Namibia has been haled as one of the
functioning democracies in  Africa The Conditution is
among the most democratic in the world. Since most of the
older democracies had ther conditutions written decades
or even centuries ago, one hadly finds any gender bdance
in such oonditutions. The Namibian conditution is the
firg one in the world to be written in a gender-neutrd

languege.

Engrined in the conditution is the bill of rights The same
conditution curtalls the powers of both the Presdent and
Paliament from tampeing with fundamentd humen rights
and freedoms Exigence and participation of civil society
organistions in Namibia is a conditutiond right. For this
reeon, a number of dvil sodely organisaions have
mushroomed since independence. Today, after 12 years of
independence, one can count not less than 500 active civil
ucdety organistions in the country. Due to the immense
underdevelopment  experienced a independence, mogst  of
these organistions ae involved in devdopment-rdaed
adtivities A few of them ae geddised interest groups
and have had a greater impact on Namibias functioning
democracy. Over the years, some of these organistions
have been athorn in the eye for the government.
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Serious  confrontetiond  incidents  have  occurred,  for
indance, between the govenmet and the Legd
Assgance Center (LAC) on the condruction of the Epupa
Hydro Electric Power plane on the Kunene River. The
Legd Assgance Center had supported the Ovahimbds
objection to building the hydropower plant in the ares, as
the whole scheme would submerge ther ancestors graves
Although the Legd Assdance Center, as a professond
legd organistion, saw it fit to as3s the Ovahimba people
in thar figt, it wes however, denounced by the
government as unpariotic and its motives emanaing from
across the borders where most of its sources of support
come from. It is importait to note tha prior to this
incident, the Legd Assgance Center has had a cordid
rdaionship with the government. Rdaions worsened
dter the secessonig atempt in the Caprivi Region and the
Legd Assgance Center deplored the humen rights
violations tha occurred during the date of emergency
declared a the time. The tendon that arose between the
two led to the emigration of one of the LAC senior

lavyers

The Sodety for Human Rights has been active in Namibia
gnce independence. The bass for its formation is
aufficient for it to be a odds with the current SWAPO
govenment. Its founder members are mogly exSWAPO
detanees who dam tha thar humen rights have been
vioaed during the libeaion druggle Although the
Society for Humen Rights is quite active, some of ther
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clams could not be corroborated. This aspect has reduced
its credibility among the population. Nonethdess, the
organistion hes thus far kept the humen right spirit dive
in Namibia

The other types of dvil sodely organisstion in Namibia
ae thoe tha have a normd working rdation with the
govenment. Such organisations as the NUNW  have
paticular leverage over the govenment and could,
therefore, afford to disagree with it on severd policy
issues. The NUNW has been quite criticd of the
govenment policy on land refoom and tha of
privatistion.  Surprisngly, the government rardy responds
to these and if it does, it is in the mos modest way. The
reesons ae vaied. The NUNW has an dliance with the
ruing paty, SWAPO. Its membeship cuts across dl
sectors of both the private and public sectors. The union
movement is, therefore, a formidable force in Namibias
economic development program. Due to the NUNW's
drategic politicd  dliance with  SWAPO, mog ndiond
policies are not in direct conflict with the union.

As for devdopment-rdated organisations these modly
mantan a good working reaionship with the government
and mogly for financid reasons. Mogt development work
degpends on  donors and  usudly fdls  within the
govenment's gened  economic  development  program.
Ther function is theefore, to lobby for funds and to
enaure devdopment in thelr respective aress.
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In examining the politicd devdopment and the process of
democratisstion in Namibia, one would expect to find a
pludigs and toerant sociely. These ae the vdues many
Namibians fought and died for. On the other hand, the
country dill  experiences severe democraic  defidencies
Civil soddy organisions that dissgree  with  the
govenment ae <sevedy cadigged and margindized.
Civil sodety in gened is dill viewed with sugpidon and
is sen a foredgn controlled. Despite its dnorma
rddionship with cvil sodety organistions citicad to its
polices, the govenment has not impeded the activities of
such organisttions The fact that the programmes of the
LAC and those of the Sodety for Humen Rights have
continued  unabated  dgnifies  the  entrenchment of
fundamentd humen rights and freedoms in the Namibian
conditution. In order to drengthen democraic practice in
Namibia, there is need for tolerance. Namibia has dready
democratic dructures in place and has the capadity to
enforce and uphold the law. As a young democracy,
Namibia tends to emphasse a soirit of pariotism and in
the process neglects the fundamentd — democrdic
principles Once Namibia has interndised plurdism as one
of its accepted vdues, the differences in opinion perceved
to be normd will futher withess an ea of robugt
democracy.



